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Director’s Message 
  

Why Are Libraries 

Important? 
 

 

Sadly, many people today feel that libraries are 
becoming a thing of the past. This view is held 
primarily because of the Internet. The question has 
been asked, “With so much information on the 
Internet, why do we need libraries?” 

While technology has its advantages, it does not 
have “the human touch.” Libraries offer a human 
touch in a society where we tend to communicate 
face-to-face less and less with one another. Bellwood 
Library is a place where all are welcome. It is a place 
within the community that people can feel at home. 
No purchases are necessary. You can relax, read, and 
access the internet all “without owning a library 
card”.  Materials are available to help you complete 
your resumé, search for employment, and prepare 
for an interview. You can check out DVDs free of 
charge with a valid library card. Please don’t forget 
about Hoopla, which allows you to stream free 
movies to your device from anywhere with an 
internet connection.  We also have programs 
designed to meet the interests of our community. 
We have a Simple Scan Station that will scan your 
photos and documents for free and allow you to 
save them to a USB drive or send them to an email 
address.  In an age where technology is constantly 
changing, Bellwood Library is trying to keep pace 
and bring as much to our community as possible. 

In conclusion, Bellwood Library is the “hub” of 
our community. We provide a place where people 
are able to learn, meet, share, and belong. When you 
visit our library or even pass by, we want you to feel 
a sense of pride. We want you to know that “your” 
library is here to meet the needs of the community.  
We will not be a thing of the past! Please make use 
of your community resources.  

Jacquel ine Spratt  
Di rec to r  

Steps to Creating the Life You Desire  
Thursday  January 7, 2016 7:00 p.m. 

Don’t start another year with old ways! Greg Stanton will show 

you how hidden beliefs may be blocking your efforts to change, 

“Keeping it real” vs Making it real, and how to harness the 

power of your imagination.   Register at (708)547-7393 opt. 4. 
 

Thursday, February. 25 2016 7:00 p.m. 
Every relationship is a “reflection” of who we are or what we 

need to work on from our “shadow side” Greg Stanton will 

show you how to identify relational trends, how to “clean your 

mirror,” and attract or keep your Ideal Mate. 

Register at (708)547-7393 opt. 4. 

From the Friends 
The friends are looking for new  
members. The Friends of Bell-
wood Library (FOBL) is an all-
volunteer group of community 
members committed to promot-
ing the Bellwood Public Library. Our success depends 
greatly on the support of our members. Join today! 
Contact us at: FriendsofBellwoodLibrary@gmail.com 

COLLEGE ILLINOIS! 
Information Session 
Wednesday, January 27, 2016, 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
Please join us for a College Illinois! 529 Prepaid Tuition 

information session. The College Illinois! Team will 

explain how you can financially prepare for your child's 

future college tuition. Come learn how to lock in the cost 

of college at today’s plan rates. Registration required: call 

(708)547-7393 option 4 or go online to: 

http://www.collegeillinois.org/forms/529openhousepres

entation.html and select Bellwood from the list of 

presentation locations. 

Food Drive @ Bellwood Library December 1-19 
The Library is collecting on behalf of Proviso Pantry to help our neighbors in need this 

winter!  Especially needed are canned protein (chicken, tuna, beef). Proviso Pantry is 

located at 1112 N 9th Ave. Melrose Park and serves residents of Proviso Township. 



Drop- In  Exce r c i se  C lass  
Saturdays starting December 5 at 10:00 am  
Want to have FUN exercising?  Certified fitness 

instructor Rhonda Fentry will lead a Zumba class 

that can burn up to 800 calories.  Come for the 

workout, stay for the party!  

Join us on Mondays  6:30-8:00 pm 

Are you new to crochet? Come and learn!  Are you 
experienced? Come spend an evening with other crochet 

lovers.  Please bring your own “I” or “J” crochet hook. 

Meets monthly on the First Monday at 7:00 pm 

Dec. 7:  A Brief History of 7 Killings by Marlon James 

Jan. 4: Losing to Win by Michele Grant 

Feb. 1: Eyes, Breath, Memory by Edwidge Danticat 

Register at the Reference Desk  

or by calling (708)547-7393 option 3.  

Communi ty  Sa f e ty  Day  
Saturday, January 16, 2016, 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Parents, are you prepared for natural disasters 

(tornadoes, floods, etc.) and medical emergencies 

(choking, seizures, burns, etc.)? Get the  tools to be 

ready for any disaster that may come your way and 

feel comfortable responding to your child in a sudden 

emergency.   Register at 708-547-7393 opt 4.   

First Aid & CPR Cer tification 
Choose Friday, December 11, 2015 Or Friday, 

January 8, 2016 Or Monday, February 8, 2016  

All dates 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Learn skills you need to know to give immediate 

care to a suddenly injured or ill person until EMTs  take over. 

For high school students and adults. Two-year certification.  

Registration required: 708-547-7393 opt 4.  

Coloring Cafe 
Tuesdays, Dec. 15,  Jan. 12 and Feb. 9 

10:00 a.m. – 11:00 p.m. 

Coloring can be good for adults!  It helps  de-stress, generates 

wellness, and stimulates brain areas related to motor skills, the 

senses and creativity.  Join us for an hour of fun and relaxation! 

Coffee, coloring sheets and colored pencils will be provided.  

Adults only, please. 

Computer Classes 
REGISTRATION BEGINS DEC. 1 

Call Reference at 708-547-7393 option 4 

Clases de Computación en Español 
Sábados, Diciembre 5, 12, 19.  10:00 a 11:00 a.m. 
Aprenda lo básico sobre el Sistema Operativo Windows y el 

Internet.  Necesita registrarse. (708)547-7393 x 4   
 

Getting Started on Facebook 
Friday, December 11 2015,  11:00 a.m.-12:00p.m. 
Discover how to connect with friends and family with the most 

popular social media site. Current email address required.  
 

Build your Resume in Word 
Friday, January 15, 2016, 1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Learn how to format a resume in Word that is easily updated as 

your needs and experience change.   
 

Optimize your Electronic Resume 
Friday, January 22, 2016,  1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m. 
You’ve got a resume saved in Word’s docx format. Now learn 
how to tailor it for each job you want to apply for, and learn 
how to upload it to a company’s application site.  
 

One-on-One Computer Help  
Fridays, 10:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 

Reserve a 30-minute session of individualized instruction.  
Topics include: mouse skills, email, internet searching, ebooks 

and streaming media, research databases and more.   

Star ting A Home-Based Business 
Thursday, January 21, 2016—6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Learn the procedures to start a home-based business in Illinois, 

including permits and licenses. Registration required. 

Access  To  Cap i ta l  
Thursday, February 11, 2015—6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Learn about SBA’s Guaranty Loan Program for small business. 

SBA can facilitate loans with third party lenders, guarantee a 

bond or help find venture capital. Registration required. 

I n t e r v iew ing  Sk i l l s  
Thursday, February 4, 2016—6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

Learn what to do before, during and after an interview, the 5 

different kinds of interviews and the 12 most common ques-

tions. Get the variables in your control working for you! 

Ask  the  Job  Expe r t  
Saturday, February 20, 2016—12:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Sign up for an individual 20-minute session  tailored to your 

needs. Want a mock interview? Have gaps in your resumé? 

Questions about a disability? Register for a time slot and get 

your questions answered!  Call (708)547-7393 x 4 

Registration is required for programs marked with the phone icon:  Call 708-547-7393 option 4 
Because of uncertain weather in the winter months, we encourage you to register for all programs so we can notify you in the event of a cancellation. 

Utility Bill Clinic 
Thursday, December 10, 4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 
Cut your utility costs! Bring your gas, phone and 

electric bills for a FREE one-on-one analysis by 

experts from the Citizens Utility Board (CUB).  

RSVP to (312)263-7872.    For more information, please 

contact State Rep. Welch’s constituent service office at 708-

450-1000 or repwelch@emanuelchriswelch.com.  



Your Feelings Matter! Kids and 

Tweens, join Ms. Sophia for a very 

special two-day event.   

Movie Showing of “Inside Out” on 

Wednesday, Dec. 16  4:00 p.m. 

Discussion, Games & Food on 

Thursday, Dec. 17 ~ 4:00 p.m. 

   The Youth Department has new IPADS 

for kids to use in the library. The tablets 

are loaded with all kinds of educational 

and fun games to use.  

Join Ms. Jill for a special storytime for our littlest friends and their families. 

Short stories, songs, crafts and take home goodies. Intended for children  

under 5 and their caregivers. Thursday, December  17 ~ 10:00 a.m. 

Thursday, February 11  

4:30 - 5:30 p.m.  

Join Ms. Sophia and Roscoe for a Valen-

tines day storytime.  Hear a purple story, 

Make a purple heart craft and enjoy eating 

a special treat of purple cows. 

             Registration required!  Limit 25. 

 It’s time to build and decorate your very own 

gingerbread house.  Registration required. 

Quantities are limited! Ages 6 - 12.  

The children at Bellwood Library are having a  

party in your honor. We want to 

show you how we too, can change 

the world. We will write and share 

stories, discuss some of your 

speeches and have birthday cake too. 

It’s going to be so much  fun! 

Thursday, Jan. 21 at 4:00 p.m. 

Our regular weekly storytime will resume 

on Thursday, January 7 at 10:00 a.m.  

Reading, writing, talking and playing! 

Mon. Dec. 21   Make a Gift to Give Away 

Tues. Dec. 22   Christmas Carol  Karaoke and Craft 

Wed. Dec. 23  Stories, Santa, Cookies and Cocoa 

Bonus!  Mon. Dec. 28  Get in the Game Day 

Ms. Sophia & Ms. Charity are at it again.  

Welcome back on Tuesdays ~ 4:00 p.m. 

 Beginning Feb. 2 through March 8, 2016! 

School is out, so head on over to Bellwood 
Library for a 3-day adventure of fun! 
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Your Guide to Programs 
and Services! 
We’re on the web! 

www.bellwoodlibrary.org 

Find us on Facebook! . 

The Bellwood Public Library is subject to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act of1990.Individuals with disabilities who plan to 
attend any functions at the library and who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe and/or participate in any 

functions or who have questions regarding accessibility are requested to contact the library at least five working days prior to a function. 

Board of Trustees 
Ms.  J. B. Carr 

Mrs. Dorothy Clark-Smith 

Ms Mary Clements 

Mr. Billy Elliott 

Ms. Regina Greene 

Pr. Michael Horton 

Ms. Sharon Tharpe 

Mrs. Jacqueline Spratt, Director 

Library Board Meetings are held on the 

second Wednesday of each month 6:00 

p.m. at the Library. 

Library Hours 
Monday-Thursday 

9:30 a.m. — 9:00 p.m. 

Friday 

9:30 a.m. — 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday 

9:30 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 

Contact Us 
Phone: (708)547-7393 

TDD (708)547-7475 

Holiday Closings 
Christmas Eve 

Thursday, December 24 

Christmas Day 

Friday, December 25 

New Year’s Eve 

Thursday, December 31 

New Year’s Day 

Friday, January 1 

Martin Luther King, Jr, Day 

Monday, January 18 

Presidents Day 

Monday, February 15 

 Ages 13 - 17 

Tuesday Feb 9 

at 5:00 p.m. 

Join Ms. Rosemary 

and create something 

special for the one you love for 

Valentine’s Day!  Supplies are 

limited. Limit 15. 

Ages 12 - 17 

Tues. Feb. 25 ~ 5 p.m.  

Teens, join us to honor 

Black History Month with reading, 

reciting and analyzing the works of  

famous African American poets and 

poetry. Pizza will be served! Limit 20. 

Tues. Jan. 26 ~  5 p.m. 

Rappers and Poets Wanted 

for a  

Use of inappropriate or offensive 

language is not permitted.  

Ages 12 and up. Limit 15. 

As a teenager, you may be dealing 

with lots of emotional highs and lows. 

You may be feeling a lot of pressure 

these days. Join us for an interactive 

seminar that will address and equip 

you with practical ways to deal with 

these life changing experiences.    

Don’t wait for wealth, create it! 

Learn to identify and monetize 

your potential profit making 

venture. You will also learn the 

7 steps that every entrepreneur 

must master.  

“Have you ever filled out an application 
or set for the initial interview and felt 
like you just don’t have the edge?” 
Well this seminar is just for you. At the 
end of this seminar you will have the 
information and tools you need to brand 
yourself. “irresistibly  employable” 


